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Town remembers trustee Donald Welflin

By KERI WYATT
Daily Herald Staff Writer

Services will be held Wednesday

for former Wheeling trustee Donald -

E. Welflin, a member of one of
Wheeling’s first families.

Welflin, 67, served as a trustee
from 1949 to 1953, according to his
brother Edward C. Welflin, who cur-
rently resides in Rolling Meadows.
Edward was also a Wheeling trustee
a few years later.

Services will begin at 2 p.m. at
Kolssak Golden Rule Funeral Home,
189 S. Milwaukee Ave., Wheeling.

Welflin served as a captain in the

o

U.S. Army during World War II. His
father ran a general store in Wheel-
ing, which he opened about 1916.
Donald- and Edward Welflin took
over the store after their father died,
and ran it “until the Jewel grocery
store opened, then he converted it to
a sporting goods store,” Edward re-
members.

Marshall Balling, first cousin to
the Welflins, grew up with Donald
and remembers him as a sports en-
thusiast. ;

“He played golf, and baseball. I
guess he was a pretty good softball
player while he was in the Army. He

was their star pitcher.” 'y
.
i
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Welflin was married twice. He
met his first wife while stationed in
New York. They had just one child,
John, who is a music teacher in Hig-
ginsville, Mo.

Edward Welflin said a favorite
family story about his brother in-
volved his Army training, when he
was an officer’s candidate alongside
none other than Clark Gable.

Edward said he and his brother
got into politics because “the town
was quite small then, and we were
an old-time family, so we knew the
town.” Their grandfather, Chris
Welflin, was one of the first settlers
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in Wheeling. A harness maker, he
came to the United States from the
Alsace-Lorraine region in France
during the mid-1800’s.

Donald Welflin was a widower liv-
ing in Higginsville with his son when
he died last week. He came back up
to Chicago last year to attend a class
reunion of classmates from the old

Arlington High School.

Former Wheeling Mayor A. R.
McIntyre said Welflin was a “nice
guy. They used to have a carnival in
Wheeling every year, it.was a big
thing here. He had a booth there.”
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l4-y§‘éf43id David
Welflin dies
suddenly

Word of the death of little
 David John Welflin, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Donald E. Welflin
struck the people of Wheeling like
a thunderbolt from a clear sky.
Saturday David played happily
with the children of thec neigh. |
borhood. {

While at thc breakfast table
Sunday he began feeling ill and
soon showed signs of paralysis.
Immediately after the arrival of
a doctor he was rushed to Bill-
ings Memorial hospital in’ Chi-
cago where the best specialists
were put on his case.

- After~numerous- tests~the-diag-
nosis was given as a rare blood
‘discase, of which only three pre-
vious known cases are on record
in Chicago. The blood disturb-
ances caused a toxic condition
bringing on a paralysis of the
nerves which took his life at
10:30 Sunday evening. The at- |
tack was believed to be a rccur-
rence of the discase which first!
was evident about 21 months|
ago, but then was thought 1o
have been polio. An autopsy con-
firmed the doctor’s present diag- |
nosis that no polio germs were|
present.

David John was born in Oak-
land, California March 30, 1945
and would have been five years
old next spring. After Mr. Wel-
flin’s release from the Air Force
the family returned to Wheeling.
Funcral services were held Wed-
nesday morning at St. Mary's!
church, Buffalo Grove, where
the Angels Mass was sung. Bur-
ial was made in Ridgewood cem-
etery next to his great-grand-
parents, Mr. and Mrs. John|
Meyer. i

Besides his grié[—stricken par-
ents and grandparcents, David is
survived by his 9 month old bro-
ther, Donald Maurk,  and many
ofher relatives and friends.
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dho's wWho

from a taped lecture
bir

LY

Lorothy Flentge,
4heeling Historical
society  2/26/75

FRS. ABMBRUSTER WELFLIN ( nee Godlobein sauer "Goody")

Dorothy flentge quotes from laddock tublication of 1928

"Mrs. Armbruster 4elflin was born in Bittenfield, Germany on January
1, 1845.,and parted this mortal life March 1%, 1928, ier age was

83 years, two months and 14 days." She came to the United States

with her parents and sisters and brothers in the year 1854 and the
family settled at Black Rock near Buffalo, ii.Y. and a year later
moved to Long Grove, IL. J3he entered intoc merriage with kMartin
Armbruster in 1866. %o this union were born four children. The
remaining children are Charles. A., and anna Armbruster and John A.
Armbruster. 1 am sure some of you knew anna armbruster who was my
aunt. Ghe never married and remained Anna armbruster until her death.

lr. Armbruster passed away January of 1880. iow, I know from personal
contacts that they lived as a young couple on pBuffalo Jreek, almost
exactly where shirley and John kKoeppen live now. This was the

2uffalo Creek Farm and they lived there for some years, I don't know
llow many, and then they moved to the Chicago House which is the old
Amvets area and they were the shop keepers there. [ir. Armbruster

was the tavern keeper and my grandmother and her three kids lived
there and ran Cnijgpgo {iouse and he died in 1880,

So my grandmother and the three asgmbruster kids rart the Chicago tiouse
in Wheeling. Very soon after that she married Christian Welflin who
was an old bachelor harness maker and blacksmith who lived here in
Wwheeling., He was in his forties, 1 believe and he and his sister
came from CGermany. His sister was Mrs. Burke up at Burke Bros.

Brewery.

Pour children blessed this union. wsdward Welflin ran the store in
wWwheeling for many years., He had loward and Don who are still in the
area., IFrank wWelflin lived next to the old school house and ran cJhicago
liouse for many years with his wife, Ilora; they had no children. fThen
there was my mother, Finnie Welflin and rlora Jelflin who married a

man from Chicago.




Who's Who

; from a taped lecture
by Dorothy Flentge,
Wheeling Historical
Society 2/26/75

MRS. ABMBRUSTER WELFLIN ( nee Godlobein Sauer "Goody")

Dorothy Flentge quotes from Paddock Publication of 1928

* "Mrs. Armbruster Welflin was born in Bittenfield, Germany on Jﬁnuary

1, 1845.and parted this mortal 1life March 15, 1928, Her age was

83% years, two months and 14 days." She came to the. United States. .
with her parents and sissers and brothers in the year 1854 and the
family settled at Black Rock near Buffalo, N.Y. and a year later

moved to Long Grove, IL. She entered into marriage with Martin
Armbruster in 1866. To. this union were born four children. The.
remaining children are Charles. A., and Anna Armbruster-amd *Johm #i -
Armbruster. I am sure some of you knew Anna Armbruster who was my
aunt. She never married and remained Anna Armbruster until her death.

Mr. Armbruster passed away January of 1880. Now, I know—from personal
contacts that they lived as a young couple on Buffalo Creek, almost
exactly where Shirley and John Koeppen live now. This was the

Buffalo Creek Farm and they lived there for some years, I don t know
How many, and then they moved to the Chicago House which is'the old
Amvets area and they were the shop keepers there. Mr. Armbrqster-

was the tavern keeper and my grandmother and her three kids lived
there and ran Chjigego House and he died in 1880,

So my grandmother and the three Agmbruster kids rart the Chicago House * -

in Wheeling. Very soon after that she married Christian Welflin who
was an old bachelor harness maker and blacksmith who lived - here in.
Wheeling., He was in his forties, I believe and he and’ his sister

came from Germany. His sister was Mrs. Burke up at Burke Bros.
Brewery.

Four children blessed this union. Edward Welflin ran the store in
Wheeling for many years, He had Howard and Don who are still in the

area, Frank Welflin lived next to the old school house and ran Chicago -

House  for many years with his wife, Flora; they had no children. Then

there was my mother, Minnie Welflin and Flora Welflin who married a
man from Chicago.
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MOTHER NELDA
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: died Sept. 30,1949
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Recepuierz' Cemmittee.

R. H. PERIOLAT, WM. FABSBENDER.
W. G. MURBACH. H. L. ALLEN.
CHRIST BOLLENBACH,

Fleer Committee.

CHAS. LIPS, W. G. MURBACH.
J. M. HUPP.
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